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1. CASE PRESENTATION {#ccr32866-sec-0001}
====================

Orthopantomogram (OPG) of a 9‐year‐old female patient (Figure [1](#ccr32866-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}) before extraction of the teeth 36, 46 shows multiple decayed deciduous teeth, deep caries with tooth 36, restoration with underlying secondary caries in tooth 46, and periapical radiolucency with 36 and 46. Figure [2](#ccr32866-fig-0002){ref-type="fig"} OPG of the same patient taken a year after the first visit shows the sequelae of premature extraction of the teeth 36, 46 as mesial drifting of teeth 37, 47, loss of space, supraeruption of teeth 16, 26, generalized spacing in the lower arch and disturbed occlusion. Referral was done for further orthodontic opinion. Figure [3](#ccr32866-fig-0003){ref-type="fig"} OPG of a 10‐year‐old female patient reported for a routine dental checkup shows class I molar relationship with a cantered dental midline, peg laterals, primary teeth with preshedding mobility, mesially rotated lower right first premolar, amalgam restoration with teeth 36, 46, congenitally missing teeth 17, 37, 47, and absent 3rd molar tooth buds. The occlusion was undisturbed with no masticatory issues. This case in contrast to the case 1 had congenitally missing second permanent molars with undisturbed occlusion emphasizing on the importance of first permanent molars in the developing occlusion.[^1^](#ccr32866-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}, [^2^](#ccr32866-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}

![Orthopantomogram of a 9‐y‐old female patient before extraction of the teeth 36, 46](CCR3-8-1327-g001){#ccr32866-fig-0001}

![Orthopantomogram of the same patient taken a year after the first visit shows the Sequelae of premature extraction of the teeth 36, 46](CCR3-8-1327-g002){#ccr32866-fig-0002}

![Orthopantomogram of a 10‐y‐old female patient showing congenitally missing teeth 17, 37, 47 and absent 3rd molar tooth buds](CCR3-8-1327-g003){#ccr32866-fig-0003}

When planning extraction of teeth with poor prognosis especially lower first permanent molars, it is important to consider the timing of tooth removal and its effect on future occlusion to avoid unnecessary interventions.
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